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Jewish Studies at UW has had quite a
year of growth and celebration. Since
our last fallnewsletter, we have become
aresearch center, created a Sephardic
Studies Program under the leadership
of Prof. Devin Naar, and hired a new
full-time faculty member, Prof. Mika
Ahuvia.In May, we celebrated our 40th
anniversary at the Harley and Lela Franco
Maritime Center with over 250 peoplein
attendance. What a thrill to see so many
of our longtime supporters and so many
new enthusiastic faces. The evening
captured our outstanding impact over
four decades.

This year's newsletter highlights what
youhave made possible. We have trained
hundreds of undergraduates like Shirin
Lotfi (p.4) to apply the study of Judaism

to global concerns. Our Graduate Fel-
lowship has made it possible for Oscar
Aguirre-Mandujano (p.12) to decipher the
surprising past of one Sephardic Jewish
immigrant to Seattle. Through our Faculty
Digital Fellowship, Prof. Joel Migdal (p.8)
built a question and answer website
dedicated to understanding US foreign
policy. Severalundergraduates created
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Jewish Studies:

interactive digital displays toreveal
Seattle's Jewish history (p.7). Our Sephar-
dic Studies Program brought hundreds of
people together to celebrate Ladino Day
(p.20). These accomplishments are most
impressive because they are all theresult
of community support.

Somany of youraised your paddles to
continue investing in Jewish Studies at
the Gala, recognizing both what we have
accomplished and our future goals. And
that samenight, more than fifty families
became first-time donors to the Stroum
Center. As aresult of thisincredible
outpouring of support, the Jewish Studies
Forward Fund will allow us to expand our
impact on campus and in the community.

Over the next few months, you will see
the Forward Fund's immediate impact

in severalways. With special thanks to

a grant from Michele and Stan Rosen

and the Rita and Herbert Rosen Family
Foundation, we plan to hire a part-time
student engagement coordinator who will
focus on deepening connectionsinside
and outside of the classroom as well as
mentoring student leaders. The Stroum
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Center willlaunch a new website this fall
tohelp make our resources even more ac-
cessible. The Sephardic Studies Program
isbuilding anew online Digital Library
and Museum, in partnership with UW
Libraries. More graduate students than
ever (six) will benefit from the intellectual
community provided by our Graduate
Fellowship. Other plans for the next sev-
eral yearsinclude a multicultural music
festival, aninternational conference on
perhaps the mostimportant modern Jew
(Baruch Spinoza), and a gathering ded-
icated to the future of Hebrew language
instruction in the United States.

The Jewish Studies Forward Fund is more
than the sum of the initiatives, public
events, and academic conferences that
we will be able to support. Our goalis to
allow Jewish Studies to grow and thrive
even against the headwinds brought
about by changing realities of higher
education at the University of Washing-
tonandbeyond. Jewish Studies should not
aim to weather these changes or to give
in,but to serve asamodel for responding
todramatic changes and modeling new
directions for the study of the humanities.



Three key principles guide our efforts to
build sustainable and impactful Jewish
Studies programs:

this year our curriculum committee
will explore ways to integrate the study
of Jews and Judaism more broadly into
undergraduate and graduate coursework.
The study of Jews and Judaism, especially
from a perspective that integrates Sep-
hardic and Ashkenazic experiences, is
important not only as a seminal historical
tradition, but also for itsrole in creating
the next generation of global citizens.

Jewish Studies will consider
opportunities for applied study. Our
curriculum can shift toward thinking
about building directly applicable skills in
addition to the critical thinking skills that
Jewish Studies and humanities programs
offer. What directions can we shape?

For example, digital technology courses
in Jewish Studies can train students

to effectively communicateinthe
fast-changing world of new media. Could
we also have Jewish ethics courses that
help train doctors, lawyers, and future
businessleaders?

A capacity crowd gathered under the tent
at the UW Jewish Studies 40th Anniversa-
ry Gala on May 13th, 2014.

Jewish Studies will expand our
outreach tonew audiences with whom
we can share our unique knowledge. We
plan to pilot programs that will bring our
campusresources to enhancelocal Jew-
ishlearning and education. In addition,
we are exploring the creation of an online
hub for material developed by Jewish
Studies faculty and students around the
world that would potentially strengthen
partnerships within and beyond the
Jewish community.

Allthat we do at the Stroum Center
owes a tremendous thank you to our
outstanding staff and faculty. Thank you
toLauren Spokane, Hannah Pressman,
Kara Schoonmaker, and Ty Alhadeff.
Ialso want torecognize the
important leadership of
two colleagues and
former chairs, Prof.
Paul Burstein

and Prof. Gadi Barzilai, who will be
retiring from the university this year.

We hope you will continue to think
forward with us. Thank you for making
possible this extremely meaningful work.

/ j Z(?lﬁm

Noam F. Pianko
Samuel N. Stroum Chair of Jewish Studies;
Lucia S. and Herbert L. Pruzan Professor of

Jewish Studies




“Energy affects everything we do,”
declares UW senior Shirin Lotfl.

Lotfl, aleader on the Jewish Studies
Student Committee (JSSC), certainly pos-
sesses an extralevel of energy when it
comes to her research on Middle Eastern
security. Thanks to the training provided
by her Jewish Studies and Jackson School
coursework, sheis preparing for a career
asaglobal citizen. Lotfi believes that
herresearch hasapotentialimpact far
beyond the classroom walls, and that
current circumstancesin the Middle East
make energy anincreasingly crucialissue.

Shirin Lotfi grew up with a personal
awareness of geopolitics. Bornin Tehran,
Iran, she came to the United Statesasa
childandlivedinLos Angeles, returning
tolranatagel2. She studied there until
age 19, including one year of college, and
then transferred to the UW. Lotfihasan
aunt in Seattle, and much of her close
familylivesin California.

Fluent in Farsi and English (and well-
versedin Arabic and Urdu), Lotfibegan
studying Hebrew early in her academic
career at the UW. She says, "Ithink
Hebrewis areally importantlanguage.I
wanted tolearn Hebrew to be able to com-
municate and understand what's going on
in the Jewish community and in Middle
Eastern affairs.” Her Hebrew classesled
to other explorationsin Jewish Studies
with Naomi Sokoloff and Joel Migdal, who
isnow her advisor and mentor.

A Glohal Citizen

witha Bright Future

Drawn to the social and political
complexities of the Middle East, Lotfi
decided to major in Political Science and
International Security with a minor in
Middle East Studies. Her research focus
becameregional energy security, and
within that field, Jordan's emerging
nuclear development program-—a topic of
growing importance for the international
community, as Lotfi hopes to show.

Inthe grips of an energy crisis, Jordan
currently imports over 95% of the
electricity itrequires, according to the
World Nuclear Association. Inresponse,
the Jordanian government has presented
nuclear power as a positive path to
reaching energy independence—Jordan
isrichinuranium deposits—and lowering
its soaring electricity prices.

Following these developments as well as
the growing protest movement—critics
cite the cost, environmental concerns,
andimpact onlocals near the proposed
reactor sites—Lotfirealized that spending
time in theregion would be essential to
answering her growing list of questions

about Jordan's energy crisis. She explains,

"With this particular topic,Ihave tobe
there onthe ground.have to study
thehistory and demographics;have
tointerview academics and NGOs

» Lotfi's grass-rootsresearch inJordanincluded
attending an anti-nuclear conference with the
Bani Sakher Tribe.
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Reflections from Our Travel Grant Winner

(non-governmental organizations);1
have tounderstand how energy policies
actually affect Jordanian society.”

Thus, in the fall of 2013, Lotfi went to Jor-
danonatrip supportedinpart by a Jewish
Studies Travel Grant, a funding program
provided by the Stroum Center's com-
munity supporters. This was one of eight
grants she hasalready earned to support
her work, recognition of her potential to
contribute a game-changing analysis of
energy policy in the Middle East.

A Turning Point

Lotfi's quarter abroad proved pivotal to
deepening her understanding of the com-
plexissuesinvolved with Jordan's nuclear
development. While staying in Amman,
sheinterned at the Center for Strategic
Studies (CSS) and wrote a paper for Prof.
Migdal, "The American Perspective on
the Jordanian Nuclear Power Program,”
inwhich she analyzed theissue's




foreignpolicy angle. She also attended a
gathering of Bedouinleaders at the Bani
Sakher Tribe's Anti-Nuclear Conference,
accompanying a group that included the
head of the government opposition to
nuclear power.

Lotfiis determined to understand all the
possible sides of theissue, which has
ramifications for stability in the entire
region. "I'm trying to find out the motiva-
tions behind the Jordanian government,
how the people feel and why they feel
that way, what isIsrael's take onit." The
current influx of refugees caused by the
Syrian conflict has created new demands
onJordan'sresources; and Jordan's border
withIsrael givesit huge ongoing strategic
importance for the United States, which
hasavestedinterestin Jordanian
stability.

"I plan to pursue a career as a diplomat in the Middle Eastern region.

Involvement on campus and
future plans

Despite her passion for places further
afield, Lotfiis also extremely involved
inlocalinitiatives on campus. The UW is
one of fourteen academic institutions

nationally to have a campus group affili-
ated with the Institute of Nuclear Material
Management, and sheis a participant.
Through the Mortar Board Honor Society,

This area has given me so much that | want to give back.”

Her goalis tobring the international
community's attention to Jordan's nu-
clear program and the potentialregional
conflicts that could result. Ultimately,
she says, "I plan to pursue a career as a
diplomat in the Middle Easternregion.
This areahas given me so much thatI
want to give back.”

Prof. Migdal, who supervised the aca-
demic component of Lotfi'sinternship in
Jordanlast fall,isimpressed with Lotfl's
drive and determination. He callsher “a
real go-getter” and says, "Shirin Lotfi
would be a delight for any professor to
teach. She takes what we give her in the
classroom and complements it with work
inimportant international organizations.”
She presented her findings at the UW's
Spring 2014 Undergraduate Research
Symposium and also wrote a blog post,
‘Radioactive Politicsin Jordan,” for jew-
ishstudies.washington.edu; eventually,
shehopes to publish an academic article
on this topic.

Lotfiis Student Chair of the Excellence
in Teaching Award, and she also is part
of the Jackson School Peer Review for its
quarterly journal.

Asthe community relations chair for

the JSSC, Lotfi helps to organize dinner
gatherings for Jewish Studies professors
and students, creates social media
advertising, and assists with course
recruitment. She exclaims, “We have
such amazing faculty - IwishIcould
take even more Jewish Studies classes!”
Lotfiisalsoinvolved with HillelUW and
went on a birthright Israel trip last year
through JConnect. Shereturned toIsrael
this summer on a FLAS (Foreign Lan-
guage and Area Studies) fellowship, with
the goal of deepening her understanding
of Israel's position on nuclear power.

What's next for this dedicated student of
energy policy? Lotflis set to graduatein

» Shirin Lotfi earned a FLAS scholarship to spend the
summer of 2014 studying in Jerusalem.

March and plans to apply for a Fulbright
Scholarship to continue her research on
Middle Eastern energy security. On the
horizon, she foresees graduate training
that will help her learn how to implement
political theories on the ground. One
possibility would be alaw degree focused
on energy policy and security.

Lotfi'sroots abroad have clearly influ-
enced her diplomatic aspirations, as she
notes: "My interest in energy security
grew directly from growing up in Tehran,
Iran. Many of the current conflictsin the
Middle East are not just about religion or
ideologies, but rather about scarcity of re-
sources. My goalis to change the way U.S.
policy makers view the Middle East, and
to prepare myself to be in a position
inthe near future whereinIcould
help decreaseregional tensions.”

Lotfitakes added inspiration from
amentor who told her, early onin her
research, "You're going to be the world
expertonJordan's nuclear program.” Her
UW training with world-class faculty,
combined with the support she has
received for her studies abroad, have
helped her develop from alearner toan
activist, someone who is committed to
understanding both the top-down and
grassroots sides of every issue. With her
passion for service and making a differ-
ence, this global citizen faces a future that
is bright with possibility.

-H.P.

Thanks to Jewish Studies supporters,
the Stroum Center provides several
Travel Grants every year to support
internationallearning experiences.
Read about our students’ adventures
at jewishstudies.washington.edu!
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Save »<Dates

2014-15

Please check our events calendar at jewishstudies.washington.edu for updates and more information. Dates, times, and
locations are subject to change. If you have questions, call the office at 206-543-0138 or email jewishst@uw.edu

Thursday, Oct. 23 Tuesday, March 31st
Lecture by Dr. Morton Weinfeld and Welcome Reception and Lecture by Prof.
Receptionin Honor of Prof. Paul Burstein Mika Ahuvia
Walker Ames Room, UW Kane Hall UW Hillel
4:30-6:30pm 7:00pm
Monday, Nov. 10 Wednesday, April 15
"Kisses to the Children" Film Screening Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Remembrance
Majestic Bay Theatre, Ballard Day Commemoration with Washington
7:00pm State Holocaust Education Resource
Center
Thursday, Dec. 4 Kane Hall 220, UW Campus
International Ladino Day 7:00pm
Location TBD
7:00pm Friday, May 1
Graduate Fellows Spring
Saturday, Dec.6 Research Symposium
Flory Jagoda Legacy Film and Concert. HUB 214, UW Campus
(Tickets available through SJCC) 9:30am—1:30pm
Stroum Jewish Community Center,

Mercer Island Monday, May 18 &
L Wednesday, May 20

Thursdav. J 27 Stroum Lectures by Dr. Ruth Behar.
ursday, Jan. (Kosher reception to follow first lecture.)

JewDub Talks Kane Hall 220, UW Campus
UW Tower Auditorium 7:30pm

7:00pm

Sunday, March 15

Sephardic Highlight at Seattle Jewish
Film Festival

Time & Location TBD

Connect with us!

Visit for thought-provoking , ';’e‘Q'SFfegeﬁi;lg14,
articles, event info, videos, course listings, and more! STl i -

n /jewdub u @jew_dub /stroumjewishstudies
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Learning that’s Hands-on...

& Online

For many students in the millennial generation, library card catalogues are foreign

objects akin to rotary phones and VCRs. Today's college undergraduates have grown

up in the internet age, with online search engines and e-journals making it possible to

conduct nearly all their research entirely from the comfort of their dorm rooms.

This factisnotlost on Prof. Noam Pianko,
who jokes, "My students this spring did
two things they've never done before:
look through an old-fashioned card cata-
logue, and build a blog site." For his Spring
2014 Digital American Jewish History
course (JSIS C336A), older and newer
technologies mingled together in the
syllabus. Theresult? A unique learning
experience that wasboth hands-on—and
online,

Partnering with the Washington State
Jewish Historical Society (WSJHS), Prof.
Pianko built his history course around
the archives at UW Library Special
Collections. His initiative was supported
by a UW Technology Teaching Fellow
Award, aNew Media in Jewish Studies
Fellowship, and a grant from the Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle. Students

were able to access the archivesin order
to engage directly withlocal Jewish
history, leaders, events, and institutions.
Their new media assignmentsincluded
creating interactive online maps of early
20th-century Seattle neighborhoods,
assembling online galleries of archival
photos, and producing videos based on

primary sources and secondary research.

UW Senior John Larsen focused on the
seminal Seattlereligious leader, Rabbi
Raphael H. Levine (1901-1985), who was
the chief rabbi at Temple De Hirsch for
four decades. Fascinated by Levine's
multi-faceted career and interfaith
activism, Larsen created an interactive
website to showcase therabbi's many
achievements. A timeline shows

when the television show “Challenge”
premiered, featuring RabbiLevinein

"The Stroum Center, which studies one of the oldest civilizations
inhuman history, has emerged in the Jackson School as the
vanguard of the most advanced information technology.”

» Prof. Resat Kasaba, Director of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies

s

[ | [ |
™ S

» A student’sinteractive timeline showcases
the accomplishments of Seattle Reform Rabbi,
Raphael Levine.

dialogue with a Catholic priestand a
Protestant minister. After excavating
Levine's writings and sermons, Larsen
created a two-minute video, “Whatis a
Jew? to examine the questionsLevine
raised about Jewishidentity in mid-cen-
tury America.

"My goalis to empower students to
become public historians who can help
make the past come alive,” says Prof.
Pianko."The Washington State Jewish
Historical Society archives are an ideal
resource to help train our students to
become storytellersin any format." He
hopes to eventually accumulate enough
archive-based projects to form a digital
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exhibit of Pacific Northwest Jewish
history, accessible to all; for now, selected
projects from his course will be viewable
on the UW Jewish Studies website at
jewishstudies.washington.edu.

History graduate student Sarah M. Zaides,
atwo-year veteran of the Jewish Studies
Graduate Fellowship, expresses similar
enthusiasm for the educational value of
working with the archives. She explains,

“Ithink arelationship between WSHJS
and Jewish Studiesisreally naturaland
inevitable. Jewish Studies has the ability
to train students and bring theresources
that WSHIJS provides tolife. Historical
documents are meant to be seen, tobe
read, to be worked with."

Faculty Get in the Digital Groove

The impressive student projects for
Pianko's Digital American Jewish History
courserepresent amuch broader set of
digitalinitiatives for UW Jewish Studies.
Over the past several years as head of
the program, Prof. Pianko, who has a
background in computer science, has
advocated strengthening therole of
technology in both classroom experi-
ences and community engagement. His
leadership in the growing field known

as "digital Jewish Studies" has placed the
Stroum Center at the forefront of national
Jewish Studies programs, all of whom are

seeking effective ways of
bringing the humanities into
the 21st century.

Like most professors, Joel
Migdalis used to fielding
questions from his students.
However, the foreign policy

expert andlongtime Jewish
Studies faculty member
found himself routinely
receiving email inquiries not
just from students, but fromlay scholars
interested ininternational affairs and
conflict zones like the Middle East. He
began offering optional Q&A gatherings
with hisundergraduates promising to
answer any question they could generate
about US foreign policy. Then, he decided
he wanted to offer the same interactive
optioninavirtual space—but hehad to
figure out how.

Luckily, thanks to the Stroum Critical
Needs Fund, the Stroum Center'sre-
sources were there. Prof. Migdal took the
opportunity tojoin the Stroum Center's
first-ever Faculty Digital Fellowship in
2013. Thisnew media training program
for Jewish Studies faculty is aimed at
empowering professors to create amore
robust online presence in order to boost
their public scholarship. During the 2013-
14 academic year,monthly trainings were
run by Kara Schoonmaker, the Stroum
Center's Digital Media Coordinator,

with facilitation by Prof. Pianko and Dr.
Hannah Pressman, the Stroum Center's
Communications Director.

Schoonmaker, whoreceived her Masters
in Education from the UW in 2014, says
that the workshops established a
foundation upon which faculty can build:

“This year's Faculty Digital Fellowships
gave participants the chance to design
their own digital projects and to develop
the skills they'llneed to expand those
projectsinthe future. Participating
faculty gained hands-on experience
working with the WordPress platform
and were able to explore best practices
inhow other academics are using digital
media. Going forward, participants will
have abetter understanding of how to
build their online presences and how to
share their work with the public through
digital media.”

Prof. Migdal described the process of
learning touse WordPress as "very excit-
ing and confidence-building." Consulting
with the Stroum Center's digital teaching
team, he decided to customize joelmigdal.
com as aninteractive, user-friendly site
with short videos (some taped at his
student Q&A sessions) and blog posts.
“My hope was to build the website to bring
a question-and-answer format to amuch
broader audience. I saw the website, too,
as aplatformfor letting a wider audience
know about my recent blog posts and
publications, like my new book Shifting
Sands. My hopeis that students and those
who read widely on the Middle East and
international affairs will gravitate to it.”

Likewise, the Fellowship's other partici-
pantsall created unique projects to bring
their scholarship to broader audiences.
Prof. Ana Gomez-Bravo created “Conver-
so Cookbook,"ablog featuring therecipes
and culture of Spanish Jews during the
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» Using the archives of the Washington State Jewish
Historical Society, Joe Yu created a website that
looked at the impact of the Great Depression on
Seattle's Jewish community.
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Inquisition. Prof. Naomi Sokoloff put
together Modern Hebrew at UW, a website
showcasing theresources and courses of
the Hebrew program, as well as her own
blog posts andresearch. And Prof. Devin
Naar worked with Prof. David Bunis, last
year's Schusterman Visiting Professor

of Israel Studies, to film a how-to video
about soletreo (the written script of
Ladino), which will certainly be a unique
contribution to students of Judeo-Span-
ish around the world.

Notably, Jewish Studies faculty weren't
the only professors to benefit from the
firstround of digital trainings. Through
aMellon Grant partnership, Prof. Pianko
worked with Prof. Sara Curran, director of
the Center for Global Studies, to develop
adynamic web portal (now viewable at
globalstudies.washington.edu). As part of
the partnership, the Stroum Center's dig-
ital teaching team opened up the monthly
workshops to Jackson School faculty who
wanted to hone their online skills.

Next on the Horizon

Cutting-edge technology doesn't mean
sacrificing the quality of academic
instruction; on the contrary, students’
learning experiences can be immeasur-
ably enriched. And, as theinnovative
projects from Prof. Pianko's history
class and the Faculty Digital Fellowship
show, the community will benefit from
students' and professors' empowerment
asdigital storytellers.

Prof.Resat Kasaba,
Director of the Henry
M. Jackson School of
International Studies,
hashigh praise for the
Stroum Center's digital
endeavors and says that the
other academic Centersin the

Jackson School are learning from Pi-
anko's example. "Prof. Pianko has paved
the way for all of us to think about our
digital strategies innew ways. Through
the work heinitiated in the Stroum Center,
he showed us the value of approaching
the webnot as passive consumers of
information, but as active participants
and contributors to a collective enter-
prise. Thanks to Prof. Pianko, we now
think of the web as a medium that allows
multiple constituencies to interact with
each other and constantly expand this
valuableresource according to their
specificneeds.”

This fall, the Stroum Center willroll

out anew version of its website at
jewishstudies.washington.edu. Designed
as aninteractive portal, the site aims to
integrate faculty research and Digital
Fellowship projects, student coursework,
and community involvement. One new
feature willbe JewishStudiesHUB as the
location of UW Jewish Studies' active blog.
On one hand, HUB plays on the common
nickname of the Husky Union Building
(HUB), the beloved UW Student Center.

e Bl sl

» Kara Schoonmaker, the Stroum Center's Digital
Media Coordinator, trained faculty to build an
effective web presence.

Yet HUB alsoindicates a place
of convergence, where different
ideasintersect and spark new
conversations.

At JewishStudiesHUB a student's
travelogue about synagoguesin Prague
may appear alongside a faculty member's
video about Spinoza; a graduate stu-
dent's excavation of an archival Ladino
notebook might bein dialogue with a
post about nouveau Jewish delis. These
opportunities for connecting across
disciplines and cultures are precisely
the aim of JewishStudiesHUB—and the
Stroum Center as a whole.

New technologies have already made an
indelible mark on the way we teach our
students and engage with our supporters,
herein Seattle and around the world.
With its commitment to innovation that
makes animpact, UW Jewish Studiesis
serving as anational model for how to
harness new mediain the service of good,
old-fashionedlearning. So dust off those
card catalogues androll up your sleeves:
we've got a website to build.

-HP.

Converso Cookbook

Visit Prof. Ana Gomez-Bravo's new blog about Sephardic food and culture during the
Spanish Inquisition, online now at jewishstudies.washington.edu/sephardic-cookbook!
You'll find easy-to-follow recipes for dishes made by Spanish Jews hundreds of years
ago, along with photographs of the cooking process and the history behind each dish.

Gomez-Bravo observes, “Food is a good way to present hard topics and periods that are
generally perceived as difficult to understand.Ialso hope to help retrieve an important
part of Jewish heritage and to help Jews know their own history.” This webpage was
made possible by the Stroum Center's Faculty Digital Fellowship, a program piloted
during the 2013-14 academic year. Visit our website to view the other fantastic digital
projects created by our faculty!
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L@ Anniversary Gala

On May 13th, 2014, faculty, students, staff, and community supporters joined together to celebrate 40
years of Jewish Studies at the University of Washington. Inspired by the evening's theme of “Thinking
Forward,” Gala attendees raised $200,000 for the Jewish Studies Forward Fund to build new initiatives
in student engagement, digital media, and public scholarship. The event was hosted at the Harley and
Lela Franco Maritime Center on Harbor Island. Special thanks to Jamie Merriman-Cohen and Lucy
Pruzan, chairs of the 40th Anniversary Committee, and to Lela Franco, Barbara Buchman, and Terry
Azose, who also served as co-chairs of the 40th Anniversary Gala. Thanks to all who joined us for this
memorable evening!

» Gala Co-Chairs Terry Azose and Lela Franco
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Carole Goldberg and Gala » Student leader Haley Gustafson and Brett Endres
Co-Chair Barbara Buchman

.l

» Prof. Naomi Sokoloff and Dr. Elie Levy » View of the marina at the Harley and Lela Franco Maritime » Keith Judelman of Sasson
Center on Harbor Island performing
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» Raymond and Jeanette Galante, Howard Behar, and » Tamar Benzikry-Stern » Prof. Devin Naar and Jeff Merriman-Cohen
Debra and Peter Rettman
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» Bob Center and Prof. Noam Pianko » Standing: Lela Franco, Esther Maimon, Richard Galanti.
Seated: Maureen and Joel Benoliel, Dean Bob Stacey
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» Student leaders Rebecca Steelman, Natalie Cohenca, Shirin Lotfi, Haley Gustafson, » Adam Rosen with Graduate Fellows Sarah Zaides and
Angela Ugalino, and Dawn Yang Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano

» (Left to Right):
Keynote Speaker
Prof. Deborah Lipstadt,
Prof. Resat Kasaba,
Dean Bob Stacey, &
Gala Co-Chair Lucy Pruzan

SPECIAL THANKS
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SpeakingVolumes

Graduate Fellow unearths voice of
an Ottoman Jewish soldier-poet

If the pages of the Yehuda Leon Behar
notebook could talk, they would have an
amazing story to tell.

Behar was a Jewish soldier who fought for
the Ottoman Empire in the Balkan Wars
(1912-1913). He later immigrated from
Istanbul to Seattle and directed the city's
Ladino theater group. Prior toleaving
Turkey, he penned a series of poems
about war, Jewish identity, and national
belonging.

Now, a hundred years after Behar's mil-
itary stint, his Seattle descendants have
generously made his notebook available
for digitization and study through the
UW Sephardic Studies Program's Digital
Library and Museum. And, thanks to
crucial support from the Mickey Sreebny
Memorial Scholarship at the Stroum
Center, Behar's poetic voice has found
anidealinterpreter in PhD student Oscar
Aguirre-Mandujano.

A native of Mexico City, Aguirre-Man-
dujano grew up speaking Spanish and
Hebrew. For hismasters and doctoral
work in Ottoman Studies, he gained
fluency in an astounding number of
languages: classical Ottoman, Arabic,
Persian, and Karamanlidika (Turkish
written in Greek script), as well as modern
English, Turkish, Persian, and Italian.
He hasbeen a standout student in the
UW's Interdisciplinary Program in Near

and Middle Eastern Studies since his
arrivalin 2011; he has also been integrally
involved with the Turkish and Ottoman
Studies Program, whichisbased in the
Department of Near Eastern Languages
and Civilization (NELC) andranks among
the top such programsin the country.

Aguirre-Mandujano's PhDresearch
focuses on a far-off time and place: the
Ottoman court culture of the 15th centu-
ry. His dissertation, "Poetry and Politics
in the Early Modern Ottoman World: The
Court of Bayezid II (r.1481-1512)," probes
how Ottoman poetry discussed and
transformed politicalideas. He looks
particularly at literary texts produced
by the palace elite, “trying to see how
the production of poetry and literary
prose was a political act in the Ottoman
world."” This project builds on his MA work,
wherein Aguirre-Mandujano focused
onborder narratives and the intense
interaction between variousreligious
groups in the Ottoman Empire.

Assoon as hemet Aguirre-Mandujanoin
a graduate seminar in the spring of 2012,
Prof. Devin Naar knew that this was the

Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano

perfect student to undertake a critical
study of Behar's poetry. Prof. Naar quickly
surmised that Aguirre-Mandujano had
thelanguage background to understand
Ladino (the Judeo-Spanish dialect of
Sephardic Jews), as wellas the rigorous
training necessary to analyze Ottoman
Turkish (the official language of the
Ottoman Empire between the 14th and
early 20th centuries). Both languages
appear alternatingly in Behar's notebook,
providinglinguistic evidence of the
Ottoman-Jewish soldier's dual cultural
allegiances.

Naar, the chair of the Stroum Center's
Sephardic Studies Program, offered to
supervise Aguirre-Mandujano's work on
the Behar notebook. His initial research
assistantship was funded by the Mitchell
F.and Sophie Wise Ehrlich Student
Support Fund in Jewish Studies, thanks
tothe generous support of ArleneB.
Ehrlich. Soon after, Aguirre-Mandujano
was awarded the Sreebny Scholarship for
2013-14. One of five competitive graduate
student grants offered by the Jewish
Studies Graduate Fellowship last year, the
Sreebny Scholarship made animmediate



impact on Aguirre-Mandujano's academ-
icplans. He says, “The fellowship gave me
the possibility of opening a space in my
year for a projectIreally wanted to do. It
provided a clear structure to develop my
research onBehar, as well as the space

to get feedback and advice in addition to
Devin's very helpful guidance.”

Therest, as they say, is history—or history
inthe making,.

Autobiographical Poems of
Citizenship and Community

The turn of the twentieth century was a
time of formal transformation for poetry
around the world. It was also a time of
political transformation for the Ottoman
Empire andits Jewishresidents. Following
aseries of decrees in the 19th century
that had gradually expanded their civil
and politicalrights, Ottoman Jews hoped
that they would finally be accepted as full
citizens during the empire's Second Con-
stitutional Period (1908-1920). Military
service was thelastlegal duty required
for full citizenship during this period.

Enter Yehuda Leon Behar, a Jewish soldier
who wrote poemsin Ottoman Turkish, the
language of the majority culture,in order
to convince fellow Jews to embrace their
status as Ottoman citizens.

For Aguirre-Mandujano, Behar's lin-
guistic choiceis highly noteworthy. As

he wrotein the paper he presented at the
May 2014 Jewish Studies Spring Research
Symposium, "Behar's poems are at all
times Ottoman, and not only inlanguage.
They narrate the history of the war from
an Ottoman perspective and celebrate
the victories of the Ottoman army. These
poems are the songs sung by an officer
who takes personal pride for the victories
of hisnation, whichis, clearly enough, the
Ottomannation.”

Behar's signature, included after every
Ottoman poem in thenotebook, affirms
the extent to which hisnational and
military statuses areingrained with his

The Behar family in Seattle, 1954. Front row: Rebecca and
Leon Behar. Back row: Daughters Matilda, Lena, Sara, and

Josephine. Courtesy of Robin Agoado Roberts.

personalidentity: “Yehuda Leon Behar.
Klictik Zabit. Topcu. Bahariyye." Agu-
irre-Mandujano translates these words
as "Minor officer. Artilleryman. Artillery

Division." He explains, "By signing the
poems, Behar not only actively owned
them, but he also contextualized them by
including his military rank and expertise.
These were the poems of a member of the
Ottoman Army."

Aguirre-Mandujano believes not only
that Behar's Ottoman verses are his
original creations, but also autobiographi-
cal—and therefore, an extremely valuable
example of modern Jewish textual
self-representation.

Therhetoric of certain poems clearly
advocates Jewish integration in the wider
Ottoman society—a platform shared

with other Ottoman-Jewish writers of

the period, such as the politician and
scholar Avraham Galante. Behar seeks to
persuade his fellow Jews in Istanbul to see
themselves as Ottomans. On thislevel,
Aguirre-Mandujano says, the Behar note-
book comprises "an appeal to the Jewish
community to adhere to the Ottoman
society, tolearnitslanguage and embrace
thenew Ottoman nation with

Graduate Fellow Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano with
Dr. Leo Sreebny, creator of the Mickey Sreebny
Memorial Scholarship.

love and pride. It is a hopeful call for peace
and friendship among nations.”

Prof.Naar, who is the Marsha and Jay
Glazer Endowed Chair in Jewish Studies
and Assistant Professor of History at

the UW, has high praise for his protege:
"Oscar's groundbreaking work on Behar's
notebook and poetry has the potential

to completely transform how scholars
understand therelationships between
Jews and the Ottoman Empirein the

early twentieth century; Jewish cultural
productivity in the Ottoman Turkish
language; and Jewish participationin the
Ottoman military. Untilnow, scholars
have assumed that Jewsrarely became
literate in Ottoman Turkish and went out
of their way to avoid military service.

But Oscar hasrevealed through Behar's
poetry the voice of a self-affirming Jewish
man who also saw himself as an Ottoman
patriot and warrior and wrote poems in
Ottoman Turkish to proveit.”

A Legacy of Learning

That such arichly-textured worldview
canbe contained within one small
notebook is precisely the point of creating
the Sephardic Studies Digital Library and
Museum. Thisinitiative, in collaboration
with the UW Libraries Digital Collections,
seeksto preserve and disseminaterare
worksinthelLadinolanguage and others
that focus on all aspects of the Sephardic
experience.Behar's
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notebook and other Sephardic cultural
items that have been painstakingly
scanned by the project'sresearch team
will eventually be available for free to
students and scholars around the world.

From the beginning, Naar's archival
project hasbeen supported and sus-
tained by members of the Seattle Jewish
community, many of whom have also
provided family heirlooms to be included
in the Digital Museum. The Sephardic
Studies Founders' Circle has been
especially instrumental in making the
UW Sephardic Studies Program areality.
Says founding member Harley Franco,
“For the university tobe able tobringina
world-class professor like Professor Naar,
and a program like the Jewish Studies
Program-it's just phenomenal, andit's
very easy to get behindit."

For the families who provide their
archival materials for the Digital Library,
the process can be just asrevelatory.
Robin Agoado Roberts, one of Leon
Behar's granddaughters, says that her
grandfather never discussed his army
years with his family in Seattle. "Thad no
idea he was into politics.

Original

Kahraman zabitan ve
askerlerimiz manzumesi
Mukades vatanda kahraman efrad
Yasasun fedakar kahraman asker
Sevgili vatanifi kahraman olan

Cihangir al-i <Osman kahraman asker
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Prof. Devin Naar

Now, thanks to Oscar, I'mlearning more
and more about him." Sheremembers
Leon Behar asa storyteller with a playful
personality, a bigheart, and a great
imagination: “He always had alittle piece
of paper to jot down poems; he would sit
at the counter of his store and write. He
mostly wrote in English, but sometimes
he wroteinLadino too."

For Roberts, Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano's
work is shedding new light on the poetry
Leon Behar wrote before arriving in Seat-
tle—verses that she saw in the notebook
preserved by her mother Josephine, but
that she could never understand untilnow.
She adds, "All of usin the family are excit-
ed that people want to know his story.”

As Aguirre-Mandujano has shown,
compelling material will draw talented
scholarsinto the Sephardic Studies
field,and heis among a growing cadre of
UW graduate students with significant

Poetry Excerpt from the
Leon Behar Notebook,
early 20th century

Translated from the Ottoman original
by Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano

Translated

Verses for our heroic soldiers
and officers

Heroic warrior in the sacred Fatherland
Longlive! Sacrificing hero, the soldier
The herois the Fatherland's beloved

World-conqueror, the House of Osman,
hero, the soldier
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research projects in the works supervised
by Prof. Naar. For many of these students,
the UW Stroum Center provides a crucial
framework and support for interdisciplin-
ary work.

Aguirre-Mandujano emphasizes, "It is
thanks to the partnership among Jewish
Studies, Near and Middle East Studies,
and Turkish and Ottoman Studies that
Ihave been able to acquire the inter-
disciplinary training Ineed to deeply
understand Ottoman Jewish history. This
training has complemented the guidance
provided by Prof. Selim S. Kuru, director
of NELC's Ottoman and Turkish Studies
Program, in helping me acquire the skills
required toread and interpret the poetry
of the Ottoman Empire.”

Reflecting on his year in the Jewish Stud-
ies Graduate Fellowship, Aguirre-Mandu-
jano says that the Behar study has been
among the most meaningful milestones
of hisacademic career.

“lalwayshad adivide between the
languages!learned for Ottoman Studies,
and those that are my personallan-
guages, Hebrew and Spanish. But this
project allowed me to engage my personal
languages in my professional work." He
describesreading Ladino asa‘'magical”
experience.

Itis quite fortunate for scholars and
devotees of Sephardic culture that
Aguirre-Mandujano is now using his
most personallanguages for public
scholarship. Says Naar, “With the careful
interpretation and translation skills of a
literary scholar, and the contextualiza-
tion of ahistorian, Oscar brings Behar's
voice back tolife, and along with it, the
lost world of Ottoman Jewry that contin-
uesto echoright herein Seattle.”

SR



Our Newest Faculty Member!

Last year the Stroum Center conducted
asuccessfulinternational search for
anew Assistant Professor of Classical
Judaism. The professorship, basedin the
Jackson School of International Studies,
ismade possible by funding from two
endowments: the Marsha and Jay Glazer
Endowed Chair in Jewish Studies and the
Althea Stroum Endowed Chair in Jewish
Studies.

This positionreflects our continuing com-
mitment to teaching the full spectrum

of the Jewish experience, including the
history and texts of rabbinic Judaism and
the ancient world. As aleading center for
Jewish Studies, we support scholarship
onJewishreligion and culture fromits
origins through contemporary times.

The Stroum Center is deeply grateful

for the community's crucial support
inbringing an accomplished young
scholar, Mika Ahuvia, to the UW starting
in Autumn 2014. Below is an interview

conducted with Prof. Ahuvia this summer.

We hope you will be able to meet her in
person soon!

Hannah Pressman: Welcome and
congratulations on becoming our new
Assistant Professor of Classical Judaism!
What most excites you about joining the
Jewish Studies faculty at the UW?

Thank you!Tam delighted to
join Jewish Studies, the Jackson School of
International Studies, and UW as a whole.
I'm excited to join a place that values my
expertisein ancient Judaismaswell as
my more contemporary interestsin cul-
tureandreligion.Icanbring many parts
of myself (my experiences, my passions,
and pedagogicalinterests) to UW, and it
feelslike a great fit.

HP: Where did you grow up, and where did
you study?

IwasborninKibbutz Beit Hashita, a
small agricultural community in north
Israel, butIgrew up in the suburbs of Tel
Aviv and the suburbs of Orlando.Istayed
inFlorida for my BA, studying Classics
atRollins College. NextIwent to the
University of Michiganin Ann Arbor for a
Master'sin Judaic Studies. Finally,Iwent to
Princeton, NJto complete a PhD in Religion,
inthereligions of Late Antiquity subfield,
wherelspecialized in ancient Judaism.

HP: Give us a sense of your general
researchinterests. What are your hopes
for how your scholarship canilluminate
contemporary issuesin the Jewish
community and beyond?

Inageneralway,Iaminterestedin
making the familiar seem strange and
the unfamiliar seem accessible.lam
interested in socio-historical questions
that bring men, women, and neglected
perspectivesinto view. AndIaminterest-
edinmore peripheral fields of study like
ancient magic, Hebrew liturgical poetry,
and early mysticism.

So for example, my dissertation was on
angelsin ancient Jewish texts. Scholars
had said that thelives of ancient Jews
were pervaded by angels, andIwas
curious as to what that could mean for
ordinary Jews going about their day. This
topic allowed me tolook at the many ways
that Jews acted out their identity in antig-
uity: the way Jewsimagined themselves
topray with angelsin the synagogue and
the way Jewsinvoked angels for help with
magical textsin their homes.

Judaism today might not foreground the
angels, but my work shows how ancient
Jews acted and imagined the world
around theminvery different terms than
we do.

HP:Let's talk about teaching. How would
you describe your teaching style?

Mika Ahuvia

Ithink the best teachingis adaptable,
flexible, and sensitive to the frameworks
that students bring and that students
lack.Ispecializeinfascinating and
foundationalreligious texts and my main
challengeistohelp students hear the
passionate voices behind these texts.
Accomplishing that task can take many
forms.In general,Iwant to sit at the same
tablereading with my students, but!
also want to show them beautiful far-off
places, and help them dive into some dis-
carded and intriguing ancient ideas.Ihave
alot to say on many topics, but my goalis
to help students find their own voice.

HP: What is your favorite class that you've
ever taught? What will yoube teaching
during the 2014-15 academic year?

My favorite classThave ever taught
was called Jewish History: The Jews and
the Encounter with the Other. In a way,
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I'mteachingrelated courses this year.
Inthefall I'llbe teaching a seminar on
contemporary Global Revolutions and
Social Movements. In the winter, I'll be
teaching a class called Heroes, Heretics,
and Radicals: The Rise of Judaism and
Christianity, as well as an Introduction
toRabbinic Literature. The following
year,[hopeto teach a class called Jewess
History.

HP: What might our readers be surprised
toknow about you?

MA:Tworked at Whole Foods Market

for four years during college and at
Zingerman's Deliin Ann Arbor during my
first year of graduate school. Thanks to
that,I'mafood snob andIspend far too
much time thinking about finding beers
with interesting stories, cheese and wine
pairings, and whether Ishould bake my
own bread or give up gluten altogether.
Ialso enjoy lindy-hop, swing, blues, and
contra-dancing.

-H.P.

"I want to sit at the same table reading with my students, but
I also want to show them beautiful far-off places, and help
them dive into some discarded and intriguing ancient ideas.

I have alot to say on many topics, but my goalis to help

students find their own voice

» Mika Ahuvia

Join us this spring to celebrate Prof. Mika Ahuvia’s arrival at the Stroum Center!
Her official Welcome Lecture will take place on March 31st, 2015 at Hillel UW!

» Prof. Ahuvia's research examines therole of angels
in ancient Judaism. This medieval Hebrew illumi-
nated manuscript page from The British Library
depicts four angels guarding the Tree of Life.

Sephardic Studies Program

» Stroum Center for Jewish Studies

We are deeply grateful for the support of
the Sephardic Studies Founders’ Circle:

Ike Alhadeff Foundation
Eli and Rebecca Almo
Joel and Maureen Benoliel
Harley and Lela Franco

Richard and Barrie Galanti
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» Prof. Barbara Henry » Prof. Joel Migdal

Noam Pianko
Samuel N. Stroum Chair of Jewish Studies;
Lucia S. and Herbert L. Pruzan Professor of AnaM. Gomez-Bravo Naomi B. Sokoloff
Jewish Studies Professor of Spanish and Chair, Division Professor, Near Eastern Languages and
of Spanish and Portuguese Studies Civilization and Department of Comparative
Mika Ahuvia Literature
Althea Stroum Chair in Jewish Studies; Barbara Henry
Assistant Professor, Jackson School of Associate Professor of Slavic Languages Robert Stacey
International Studies and Literature Dean of College of Arts & Sciences;
Professor of History
Gad Barzilai Marty Jaffee
Professor Emeritus Professor Emeritus Sarah Culpepper Stroup
Associate Professor of Classics
Daniel Bessner Deborah Kerdeman
Assistant Professor, Jackson School of Associate Professor of Education Ruggero Taradel
International Studies Lecturer, Division of French & Italian Studies
Levis A.Kochin
Richard Block Associate Professor of Economics Hamza Mahmood Zafer
Associate Professor of Germanics Assistant Professor, Near Eastern Languages
Joel S. Migdal and Civilization
Paul Burstein Robert F. Philip Professor of International Stud-
Professor Emeritus ies, Jackson School of International Studies
Lecturers:
Joseph Butwin Devin Naar
Associate Professor of English Marsha and Jay Glazer Endowed Chair in Jewish Hadar Horovitz
Studies, Chair of Sephardic Studies Program, Lecturer in Elementary Hebrew Language,
Daniel Chirot Jackson School of International Studies, Near Eastern Languages and Civilization
Job and Gertrud Tamaki Professor of Department of History
International Studies and Sociology Hannah S.Pressman
Scott Noegel Affiliate Faculty, Graduate Fellowship
Kathie Friedman Professor and Chair, Department of Near Coordinator
Associate Professor of International Studies Eastern Languages and Civilization
Tovi Romano
Susan A. Glenn Michael Rosenthal Lecturer in Modern Intermediate Hebrew,
Professor of History Professor and Chair, Department of Philosophy Near Eastern Languages and Civilization

Congratulations to our retiring faculty, Professors Paul Burstein and Gad Barzilai!

Paul & Gad are both past chairs of Jewish Studies, and we're deeply grateful for their many contributions to the University of Washington.

Announcing the Gorasht Family Endowed Fund
for Jewish Studies Faculty Support!

"We wanted to make a special gift for the 40th Anniversary of Jewish Studies at the
University of Washington. When welearned about the possibility of creating an endowment,
we felt that this was a perfect way to “Think Forward" and make along-term, meaningful
contribution. We chose to establish the Gorasht Family Endowed Fund for Jewish Studies
Faculty Support in honor of Jamie's parents, Sonny and Gena Gorasht, as a way of recogniz-
ing their deep commitment to the Stroum Center for Jewish Studies. Taking Access classes,
serving on the Advisory Board, and sponsoring student scholarships are just a few of the
ways that Sonny and Gena have modeled their passion for learning, leadership, and philan-
thropy.It's an honor for us to continue their legacy for another 40 years!"

- Jeff and Jamie Merriman-Cohen

Stroum Center for Jewish Studies | Newsletter: Fall 2014 | Vol. XXV



Thank you to our

William M. Abramson

RichardS. Adatto

Mika Ahuvia

Dr.Robert and Gail Alexander
Elizabeth Alhadeff

Emily and Aaron Alhadeff
Emily and Ty Alhadeff

Estate of Ike Alhadeff,z"]
Leora andDaniel Alhadeff
AdinaandJack Almo
RebeccaandEli Almo

Drs.Ingrid Peterson and Charles
Alpers

American-Israeli Cooperative
Enterprise

Amy and Simon Amiel
Judith P. Amiel

Sylvia Angel

Dr. Albert and Arlene Azose
Erinand Michael Azose
FortunandLarry Azose
Terry and David Azose

Prof. Jere Bacharach and Ms. Barbara
Fudge

StevenBaral

Dorothy andJerry (z"l) Becker
Dr.Lynnand Howard Behar
Jamileh and David E. Behar
Lisaand Norman Behar
RenaandDanaBehar
RebeccaBenaroya

Beth Huppin and David Bennett
Maureen and Joel Benoliel
Victoria and David Benoliel

EvelynRubinstein-Benzikry and
Michael Benzikry

Leslie and Michael Bernstein

The Bernstein Family Foundation
Joann and CarlBianco

EvelynBlatt and Albert De Jaen

The Abe & Sidney Block Foundation
Mark Bloome

Aviva Shiff Boedecker and Karl
Boedecker

LaurieK.Boguch
Connie Kanter and Chuck Borches

Ruth and Myron Bovarnick

Joan and Martin Brashem

Adm. Herbert Bridge and Edith Hilliard
RabbiDaniel Bridge and Simcha Shtull
Dr.Joseph and BarbaraB.Buchman
Prof.Paul and Florence Burstein
Olga and Henry Butler

Abby and Justin Calvo

Bonnie and Robert Cape

Madeline Caplan

Pamela and Robert Center
Dr.LindaJ. Clifton

MelissaRivkin and David Cohanim
Stephen A. Cohen

Andrew Cohen and James Packman
Congregation EzraBessaroth
Dr.Marc and Elizabeth Cordova
Barbara and Theodore Daniels

Lilly De Jaen

Marie Gibson and Jeremy Derfner
Ginaand Steve Dichter

Joan Dropkin

Keith Dvorchik

Susan and Lewis Edelheit

Arlene B.Ehrlich

SabrinaandBrett Endres

Muriel Rose Epstein

Deanne and Donald Etsekson
TimmieR. Faghin

Dr.LewisFein and Lisa Warnick Fein
Miriam Feuerberg and Joel Delman
Victor P.Fiss

AhbraFranco

Lela and Harley Franco

Jeannette and Raymond Galante
Barrie and Richard Galanti
LoriandJoey Gamel

Judith and Hillel Gamoran

Karen Mayers Gamoran

Natalie Gendler

Bob & Eileen Gilman Family
Foundation

Eileen H. Gilman

Abigail L. Gluck

Carole and Robert Goldberg
RusselL.Goldman

Genaand Sonny Gorasht
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Suzanne and Barry Goren
Dr.Suzanne W. Goren

LindaJ. Gould

Dr. Allen and Carol Gown

Lilaand Joseph Greengard

Berthe and Stanley Habib

Solomon Halfon

Dr.Margaret Hall and Moss Patashnik
Marguerite and Eddie Hasson

Janet Heineck

Cynthia Flash Hemphilland DanK.
Hemphill

Renee and Josh Herst

Julie Katzand Andrew Hess

Dr. Tomand Jo AnnHornsten

Dean Judith Howard

Gerry and Eugene Huppin

Rabbi Arthur A. JacobovitzInstitute

Prof.Martin Jaffee and Charla
Soriano-Jaffee

Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle

Profs. Resat Kasaba and Kathie
Friedman

Julie Katzand Andrew Hess
LauraKaufmann
Prof. Judith Kay

Dr.Deborah Kerdeman and David
Tarshes

CharnaKlein

RabbiMoshe and Rivy Kletenik
Julie and Glen Kohl
Dr.Michaeland Deb Kovsky
Janet and RobertLackman
Mindy Landsman

Profs.Barbara Henry and Wolfram
Latsch

Rabbi AnsonH.Laytner

Suzanand EricLeVine
SamLevinson

Dr.Elieand Miriam Levy

Francine and RichardLoeb

Loeb Family Charitable Foundation
Lott Foundation

Sharonand Martin Lott

JulieLLyss and David Loren

Barbara and Charles Maduell

Esther and Ralph Maimon

Jeannie and Albert Maimon

Joy and David Maimon

Judy and Menachem Maimon
Martynaand Stuart Mandel

Dr. Stephen and Lori Markowitz
LoisE.Mayers

Jamie and Jeffrey Merriman-Cohen
Caroland Bruce Meyers

Prof. Joel Migdal

Pamela and Robert Miller
Dr.MinaMiller and David Sabritt
Daphne Minkoff and Noah Tratt

Dr.Mark Moscovitz and Sophia
Csepreghy

Dr. Arno G. Motulsky

Prof.Devin Naar and Andrea
Soroko Naar

Judy Neuman

Dr.Eugene and Esther Normand
Neda and Alan Nussbaum
Tracy and Todd Ostrem

Dr. Steve Perlmutter and Diane
Douglas

Melissa and Daniel Pianko
Rina and Howard Pianko

RabbiRachel Nussbaum and Prof.
Noam Pianko

Dr.Keith Pickus and Deirdre O'Farrell
Valerie and Stanley Piha

Philip and Gaye Poff

James Policar

Drs.Hannah and David Pressman
Diana Pritkin

Lucy and Herb Pruzan

The Pruzan Foundation

Dr.Jack and Pauline Reiter
BarriL.Rind

Bernice M. Rind

Rind Family Foundation
Dr.Sauland Joyce Rivkin
Frances T.Rogers

Lawrence Roseman

AdamRosen

Michele and Stanley Rosen
RitaR.Rosen

TheRita and Herbert Rosen Family
Foundation



2013-14 Donors!

Profs. Janelle Taylor and Michael
Rosenthal

LawrenceRoss

MarilynLevy Ryan
UrsulaRychter

Beatrice Saltiel

Samis Foundation

RabbiMarna Sapsowitz
Dr.Richard and Pauline Saxon
Jennifer and Scott Schill

Mimi Schorr

Dr.Michael and Shaine Schuffler
Pamand Steve Schwartz
Seattle Sephardic Brotherhood
Sephardic Bikur Holim Congregation
June B. Shapiro

Kenneth Sharaga

David Sheby

Barbara and Richard Shikiar

Blanche and Robert Shindell

Virgina and Leonard Shulman
lantha and Stanley Sidell
Alice and Arthur Siegal

Dee and Bob Simon
PaulaandHerbert Simon
Rosalind Singer

Dr.Marc Rosenshein and Judy
Soferman

Prof. Naomi Sokoloff and Douglas
Berry

Sue and Bob Solomon

Marlene Souriano-Vinikoor and
AbramL. Vinikoor

Helen and Tom Spiro

Jennifer Cohen and Michael Spiro
Kathleen and Robert Spitzer
Lauren and Frank Spokane

Lucy A. Spring, z"1

Dr.Leo Sreebny

DeanRobert Stacey and Prof. Robin
Stacey

Carolyn and Richard Stein
Dr.Morton and Luba Stenchever
Roberta and Michel Stern

Tamar Benzikry-Stern and Ronnie
Stern

Sheila and Craig Sternberg
Dr. Doris Stiefel

Dr.Joy and David Stiefel
Sheryland Mark Stiefel
Marcie and David Stone
Cynthiaand Robert Strauss
Estate of AltheaD. Stroum

Prof. Sarah Culpepper Stroup and
RichieRoberts

Alayne and Robert Sulkin
Dr. Alexander and Lucy Sytman
Dr.Samuel and Sue Tarica

BrianE. Tobin

David Tobin

Goldie A. Tobin

Marcy Tobin and Daniel Katz
RabbiRobert Toren and Jocelyn Raish
Dr.David and Nicki Wampold

The Hon. Anthony and Lynn Wartnik
RabbiDaniel Weiner

Marcialsrael Weingarten and Robert
Weingarten

Dr. Andrew and Nancy Willner
Ina C. Willner

Soniaand Shmuel Willner
Patricia Willner and Neil Martin
Ruth Winston

Beatrice S. Wolf

Sarah Zaides

Dr. Stanley and Nancy Zeitz

Thanks to our Advisory Board Members 2014-2015

Welcome to incoming members Paul Azous and Rena Behar!

Terry Azose, Chair

Bob Center (ex-officio)

Janet Lackman

Adina Almo Jeremy Derfner Jamie Merriman-Cohen
Paul Azous LelaFranco Herb Pruzan (ex-officio)
Norman Behar Carole Goldberg Noah Tratt

RenaBehar Sonny Gorasht (ex-officio) Patty Willner

Tamar Benzikry-Stern Rabbi Oren Hayon (ex-officio)

We're proud to introduce the members of our first Honorary Board:

JoannBianco AlMaimon Iantha Sidell
Dr.Joseph and Barbara Buchman Ann Nieder Dr.Leo Sreebny
Bob Center Lucy and Herb Pruzan David N. Stone
Arlene B.Ehrlich Michele Rosen Goldie A. Tobin
Sonny Gorasht Miriam and GilRoth Ina Willner
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Student Leaders i» Action

“Educating and empowering our young adultsis critical to furthering
our values, especially those pertaining to our collective responsibility.

That is why we support this work."

Michele Rosen, member of the Jewish Studies Honorary Board

The Stroum Center is very proud of our talented student leaders, who founded the
Jewish Studies Student Committee in Spring of 2013 and spent the past academic year
building a new, vibrant community of students around Jewish Studies. JSSCleaders
reach out to their peers to share their academic experiences and invite others to get
involved with Jewish Studies. They also provide an important student voice in pro-
gram-level decisions about curriculum, events, and outreach strategies.

2013-14 Highlight

The JSSC organized a series of student outreach events this year, which they called
"Feasting with Faculty" - intimate dinners with Jewish Studies professorslike Joel
Migdal and Hadar Khazzam-Horovitz. Students new to our program enjoyed dinner
while learning about all that the Stroum Center has to offer; several attendees were

JSSCleaders Katelyn Baughn and Aliza

inspired to sign up for their first Jewish Studies course! Minkina model their snazzy new UW
Jewish Studies T-shirts.

New Leadership

We are thrilled that Griffin Taylor '15 and Angela Ugalino '16 have stepped up to take on
thereins of the JSSCin the coming year as co-coordinators. Both Griffin and Angela
have been dedicated members of the JSSC for the past year (Griffin was a founding
member), and they bring tremendous energy, passion, and talent to their new roles.

“Hanging with Hadar," featuring Hebrew
lecturer Hadar Khazzam-Horovitz,
drew alarge crowd of students to
Shalimar on Feb. 6th, 2014.

Griffin Taylor, '15 (Majors: Speech & Hearing Sciences, Linguistics)

Angela Ugalino, '16 (Major: Speech & Hearing Sciences)
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